Number Tricks

—..%._.] Understand how to work with numbers when the value is unknown.

You will need:

g@ O “Number Tricks” student practice sheet
U Pencil

o Do | Do this:
gzt | @ Tell the student to think of a number but to keep it a secret from you.

® The student will perform the operations without being observed.
@ After the student performs step six, give the answer five as the solution.
® et the student work with the next set of numbers.
® Directions for the trick: Example
1. Think of a number 3
2. Add7 10
3. Multiply by 2 20
4. Subtract 4 16
5. Divide by 2 8
6. Subtract the number that 5

you thought of (the answer is always 5)
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Number Tricks

Student
Do this:
This trick makes it seem that you can read a person’s mind.
® Directions for the trick Write your results
1. Think of a number 1.
2. Add7 2.
3. Multiply by 2 3.
4. Subtract 4 4.
5. Divide by 2 5.
6. Subtract the number 6.
that you thought of

(your answer should be 5 )

® Try it again with another number. Follow the same directions.
® Try this number trick with each number from one to four.
® Complete the table:

1. Think of a number 1. _1 2 3 4
2. Multiply by 2 2. 2 4

3. Add6 3. _8

4. Divide by 2 4. _4

5. Subtract the number
that you thought of 5._3

Can you explain how the trick works?
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