Patterns in Music

Explore patterns in fractional notes in music.

You will need:
U Written music (sheet music) for familiar songs. (“The Battle Hymn of the Republic” is
provided.)

- Do this:

® Knowing how to read music is not necessary. Careful observation is.

Look for recurring patterns in the written music.

Look closely noting all of the characteristics about the notes.

Use songs familiar to the students so they can hear the patterns as they sing.
Locate, circle, and label the patterns. Note where and when they occur. Note the
number of times they reoccur.
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Patterns in Music

Student

TO DO Do this:

HEHHE ® ] ook at the refrain in the song “The Battle Hymn of The Republic.” The refrain begins
""""" “Glory, Glory, . .. .” There is one repeating pattern in the refrain, plus one variation of
that same pattern. (Sing it to yourself.)

Label the patterns. Look at the notes. Where does the pattern repeat?
How much time is allotted to each note? What is its location on the musical staff?
® Perform the same analysis on the verses. ‘

1. How many patterns are there?
2. How many variations on one theme?

3. Are any patterns in the refrain repeated in the stanzas?
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Patterns in Music
Musical Notes

Musical notation depends on time. Each note commands a certain amount of time.

This is a musical staff:

5 lines and 4 spaces

or this:

or this.

= a whole note

or = % note It gets half as much
time as a whole note.
S
5 i | E— }1 note It gets half as much time as
- a half note and 1/4 as much
as a whole note.
or [—g——1=gnote Itgets as much time as a whole note
and as much time as a quarter note.
D
1 .
T ——or =16 Note It gets as much time as a half note
and as much time as an eight note.
| Or j = 312 note Itgets___ as much time as a whole note
2 and as much time as a quarter note.
~
R
or = 511 note It gets as much time as a quarter note

and as much time as a sixteenth note.
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Patterns in Music
The Battle Hymn of the Republic
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